A Summary of the Creed of
As-Salaf As-Saalih

Compiled by
Darussalam
@© Maktaba Dar-us-Salam, 2002 ,
King Fahd National Library Cataloging-in-Publication Data |
Maktaba Dar-us-Salam ‘
A summary of the creed of As-salaf As-saalih. - Riyadh.
40 p.; 12x17 cm U e
ISBN: 9960-861-46-5
1 - Islamic theology I-Title PUbI
240 de 1149/23 ished by
Legal Deposit no. 1149/23
ISBN 9960-861-46-5 DARUSSALAM

Publishers and Distributors
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia




ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © b yios pll Gy pour

No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized
in any form or by any means, clectronic or
mechanical, including photocopying and recording
or by information storage and retrieval system,
without the permission of the publisher.

First Edition: April 2002

Surpervised by:
ABDUL MALIK MUJAHID

Headquarters:

P.0. Box: 22743, Riyadh 11416, KSA

Tel: 00966-1-4033062/4043432

Fax: 00966-1-40216859

E-mail: darussalam@naseej.com.sa

Website: http://www.dar-us-salam.com

Bookshop: Tel: 00966-1-4614483
Fax: 00966-1-4644945

Branches & Agents:

K.S.A.

» Jeddah: Tel & Fax: 00966-2-6807752

« Al-Khobar: Tel: 00966-3-8692900
Fax: 00966-3-8691551

U.AE.
« Tel: 00971-6-5632623 Fax: 5632624

PAKISTAN
« 50-Lower Mall, Lahore
Tel: 0092-42-7240024 Fax: 7354072
« Rahman Market, Ghazni Street
Urdu Bazar, Lahore
Tel: 0092-42-7120054 Fax: 7320703

US.A.
« Houston: P.O. Box: 79194 Tx 77279
Tel: 001-713-722 0419
Fax: 001-713-722 0431
E-mail: sales @ dar-us-salam.com
Website: http:// www.dar-us-salam.com
» New York: 6572 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn
New York-11217
Tel: 001-718-625 5925
U.K.
e London: Darussalam International

Publications Ltd., 226 High Street,

Walthamstow, London E17 7JH U.K.

Tel: 0044-208 520 2666
Mobile: 0044-794 730 6706
Fax; 0044-208 521 7645

« Darussalam International Publications Limited
Regent Park Mosque, 146 Park Road,
London NW8 7RG,
Tel: 0044-207 724 3363

FRANCE

« Editions & Libairie Essalam
135, Bd de Ménimontant 75011 Paris (France)
Tél:0143381956/4483 - Fax 0143574431
Website: http: www.Essalam.com
E-mail: essalam@essalam com

AUSTRALIA

« Lakemba NSW: ICIS: Ground Floor
165-171, Haldon St.
Tel: (61-2) 9758 4040 Fax: 9758 4030

MALAYSIA
» E&D BOOKS SDN. BHD.
321 B 3rd Floor, Suria Klcc,
Kuala Lumpur City Center 50088
Tel: 00603-216 63433 Fax: 459 72032

SINGAPORE

« Muslim Converts Association of Singapore
Singapore-424484
Tel: 0065-440 6924, 348 8344
Fax: 440 6724

SRILANKA
« Darul Kitab 8, Nirmal Road, Colombo-4
Tel: 0094-1-589 038 Fax: 0094-74 722433

KUWAIT

o Islam Presentation Committee
Enlightenment Book Shop, P.O. Box: 1613
Safat 13017 Kuwait
Tel: 00965-244 7526 Fax: 240 0057

5

Publisher’s Note

A creed is a set of fundamental beliefs
and guiding principles of a religion. A
religion or sect differs from another if its
beliefs and principles are different. At
the present time we find many religions
and numerous sects of each religion in
this world, while the Creator of this
world has prescribed a simple and
straight forward religion for us. Ie sent
many Messengers and Prophets to
various nations at different times to
propagate Iis Message to mankind. But
the people after those Messengers and
Prophets changed their beliefs, thus
deviating from the original religion. This
went on until Allah sent his Last
Messenger # to mankind.

So it is our duty now to guard against
deviation from the fundamental beliefs
and principles of the only one religion,
Islam, that was sent by Allah from the
existence of this world.
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This book clearly defines the creed which
the Last Messenger # has taught us.
We should adhere to this creed to save
our religion and to worship Allah
according to the correct way which was
the way of the Prophet &, his
Companions, the successors of the
Companions, and the followers of the
SUCCESSOTS.

May Allah help us all in this great task
which requires our full attention as our
whole life has to be spent according to it.

Abdul Malik Mujahid
General Manager, Darussalam

<

A Summary of the Creed of
As-Salaf As-Saalih

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all
the Worlds, and may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah
and the Final Prophet, his family,
Companions and all those who follow
him until the Day of Resurrection. To
proceed:

These are brief words regarding the
explanation of the creed of As-Salaf As-
Saalih. We were compelled to write this
treatise because of the divisions and
disunity the Muslim Ummah is suffering
at the present time. This is evident
among the current sects and groups
(Jamaa‘at) that are present on the
scene. Each group calls to its own
methodology (i.e. way of understanding
the religion) and endorses itself as the
right group. The matter has reached the
level that people are uncertain about
what they should believe and they are in
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a state of confusion. They do not know
who they should follow and who to take
guidance from. We are not asserting that
the correct Islam has become entirely
lost, because the Messenger & said:
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“There will always be a group from
my Ummah who will be on the
truth, and they will be the ones that
will prevail. They will not be harmed
by those who abandon them and
those who oppose them until the
Command of Allah (i.e. the Last
Day) comes to pass while they are
on this path.” (Al-Bukhaari)

Therefore, we are required to be
acquainted with this group that
represents the Islam that the Messenger
of Allah #& came with, and that was
present in the generation of the
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Companions, their successors and then
their successors. May Allah make us of
them. They are the Saved Sect (Al-
Firqatun-Naajiyyah) and the Victorious
Group (At-Tad’ifatul-Mansoorah). This
sect is represented by Ahlus-Sunnah

wal-Jamaa‘ah, who are the natural

extensions of the pious predecessors
(As-Salaf As-Saalih).

The Meaning of ‘Aqeedah (Creed)

Linguistically, ‘Ageedah means contract,
making a strong covenant and tying
strongly and tightly. In Islamic
terminology, ‘Ageedah means firm Faith
that is not prone to any types of doubt
for those who have it.



10

The Meaning of Salaf

Salaf linguistically means what has
passed and preceded. It is said, “some-
thing preceded as a Salaf”’, meaning it
passed. Salaf also refers to a group of
ancestors. For instance, Allah said:
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“And We made them a Salaf
(precedent, as a lesson for those
coming after them), and an example
to later generations.” (43:56)

Therefore, your Salaf are your
forefathers and elder relatives, who are
older and more virtuous than you. For
this reason, the first generation is called
As-Salaf As-Saadih. Hence, the Messenger
of Allah #¢, his Companions, and the
generations that followed them in
righteousness are the Salaf of this
Ummah. Furthermore, whoever calls to
what the Messenger of Allah £ and his
Companions called, then he is upon the
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way of As-Salaf As-Saalih. For verily
they have the most right to be
followed, because they were truthful in
their faith, strong in their belief and
sincere in their worship. For this
reason Allah chose them to carry this
message to the world. The leader
(Imaam) of As-Salaf As-Saalih was the
Messenger of Allah #, and whenever a
dispute arose between his Companions,
they referred to the Book of Allah and
the Sunnah of His Messenger & for
judgment. Allah said:
2hos s
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“(And) if you differ in anything
among, yourselves, refer it to Allah
and His Messenger, if you believe in
Allah and in the Last Day. That is

better and more suitable for final
determination.” (4:59)

Moreover, the best of As-Salaf As-Saalih
after the Messenger of Allah g, are his



